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“I’ve overcome the biggest hurdle 
  of my life… now I need to be 

  sure I make smart decisions 
  with my money.”

Special Needs Trust ServicesThe Guardian Trust Diff erence

Guardian Trust takes great pride in the high 
quality service we provide to our Benefi ciaries, 
their families, and their professionals.  It is our 
fi rm belief that our professional knowledge 
and ability to communicate are the foundations 
of our success.

We take a very individualized approach to 
administering the Trusts and have extensive 
experience dealing with the special investment 
needs of those with disabilities.

For your peace of mind, we have professional 
oversight of all of our Trusts as well as pro-
fessional liability insurances covering errors 
& omissions and theft of funds.

In addition, we utilize an independent CPA 
auditing fi rm to conduct an audit of all of our 
procedures and accountings.
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Co-Trustees:

Travis D. Finchum*           Steven E. Hitchcock

Travis D. Finchum and Steven E. Hitchcock 
serve as Co-Trustees.  Mr. Finchum and Mr. 
Hitchcock are attorney partners with Special 
Needs Lawyers, P.A., a law fi rm based in 
Clearwater, Florida.
*Mr. Finchum is Board Certifi ed as an Elder Law 
specialist by the Florida Bar.

Larry R. Poteet has a degree in economics and 
over twenty years experience in this industry.  Mr. 
Poteet’s investment career includes Manager of a 
National Brokerage Firm and trust offi cer for the 
State of Florida’s largest Bank.  His professional 
licenses include: Series 7, Series 63, Series 24, Series 
65, Series 66, Life and Health Insurance License.

TRUST

Shielding the Financial Future of
Individuals with Disabilities

Investment Advisor:



What is a (d)(4)(A) trust?

Guardian Trust offers professional oversight 
over a variety of special needs trusts.  One type 
of trust is an individual, self-settled, special 
needs trust which is also referred to as a “d4A” 
trust.  This means that our trustee, the NNAD, 
can be named as the initial Trustee in a d4A 
trust, or we can serve as successor Trustee of 
an existing trust when the current Trustee is 
either unwilling or unable to continue serving.  
Funds in an individual special needs trust are 
individually managed and invested.  For d4A 
trusts, a benefi ciary must be under the age of 65 
when the trust is established and Medicaid must 
be paid back for their services at the time of the 
benefi ciary’s passing.

The Trustee

The Trustee for the various Guardian Trusts 
is the National Non-Profi t for Americans with 
Disabilities, Inc. (NNAD).

The NNAD is a non-profi t, tax exempt, Florida 
corporation that was formed in 2002.  NNAD 
will promote and support charitable activities 
and organizations that provide goods, services 
or funding for the underprivileged and for 
individuals of any age with disabilities.  To date, 
the NNAD has been able to donate hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for these purposes.

How Can the Funds be Used?

Anything that directly benefi ts the Benefi ciary, 
including but not limited to:

✔ Health and Dental Procedures not 
covered by Medicare and Medicaid

✔ Adapted Vans or Vehicles for 
Transportation

✔ Professional fees

✔ Maintenance of Homestead Property

✔ Hearing aids, Eyeglasses, or Clothing

✔ Travel and Entertainment

✔ Companionship

✔ Telephone, Computers or Electronics

Who Can Benefi t?

✔ Personal Injury Recipients

✔ Medicaid Recipients

✔ Supplemental Security Income Recipients 

Individuals with a disability who may also be:

✔ Applicants for Public Assistance
     Programs

✔ Current and Future Long Term Care 
Residents

✔ Inheritance Recipients

Our Services Include:

✔ Immediate Response to Distribution 
Requests 

✔ Experienced, Caring and Supportive 
Administrators

✔ Timely Accountings

✔ Direct Payments to Caregivers or to 
Third Parties

✔ Conservative Investment Strategy

✔ Insured and Professional Trustees

✔ Bilingual Administrative Services 
(Spanish and English)

✔ Expenses associated with 
bringing Relatives or Friends 
to visit the Benefi ciary


